
Stoppage Procedures for M4 Carbine 

 

Stoppage (Weapon does not fire) 

Inside pistol range Outside pistol range 

Non-diagnostic response: 

Transition to pistol. Ready. 

Diagnostic response: Visually 

check chamber if possible. 

Option 1: Slide lock (empty gun) 
Tactile indicator(s): Feel bolt lock to rear 
Visual indicator (s): Empty gun + empty 
magazine 

 
 

Slide-lock reload. Ready 

Option 2: Other failure to fire, stovepipe, or bolt-over-base 
Tactile indicator(s): Trigger click 
Visual indicator (s): Bolt forward OR visible stovepipe OR 
visible bolt-over-base  

 
 

“IMMEDIATE ACTION” 
1. Tap magazine 
2. Cant weapon 
3. Rack charging handle 

 

Option 3: Complex malfunction 
Tactile indicator(s): “Mushy” trigger 
Visual indicator (s): Visual double feed OR 
charging handle impingement OR stuck 
case OR bolt override 

 
 

REMEDIAL ACTION 
1. Rip magazine out 

2. Lock bolt to rear 

3. Work (manually remove 

obstruction) 

4. Reload (with a fresh 

magazine if possible, 

especially if malfunction 

was a double feed) 

Note: Reverse steps 1 and 2 if 

magazine won’t come out 

 

If “immediate action” is 
unsuccessful (won’t rack, 
won’t go into battery, still 
doesn’t fire, etc.) start 
REMEDIAL ACTION 

 “Immediate action” 
appears successful… 

 

Remedial action appears successful… 
 

If remedial action is 
unsuccessful (bolt won’t lock 
to rear, can’t manually clear 
obstruction, etc.) start 
SEVERE MALFUNCTION 
PROCEDURES 

 

Bolt override (brass or 
live round) 
1. Muzzle toward 

ground 

2. With bolt locked 

to rear, tap 

charging handle 

to release case or 

round 

3. If bolt will not lock 

to rear, pull using 

index finger or 

object while 

keeping charging 

handle forward 

4. If #1 and #2 fail, 

attempt to 

manually remove 

obstruction 

Charging handle 
impingement 
1. Pull bolt slightly to 

rear with index 
finger or object, let 
brass fall free 
(push charging 
handle slightly 
forward if 
necessary 

Severe stuck case 
1. Lock bolt to rear, 

collapse stock and 
tap on ground 

2. If unable to lock bolt 
to rear, collapse 
stock and 
aggressively tap on 
ground while pulling 
charging handle to 
rear 

3. If #2 fails, attempt to 
pry bolt to rear with 
Leatherman through 
magazine well 

4. If #3 fails, repeat #2 
while pushing from 
muzzle end with 
cleaning rod 

5. Remove casing 
pieces with chamber 
brush or similar if 
necessary 

6. If unable to dislodge 
case, let bolt slam 
onto case and quickly 
rack 

Severe double feed 
1. Lock bolt to rear, 

collapse stock 
and tap on 
ground 

2. If #1 fails, use 
Leatherman 

Failure to unlock 
1. Collapse 

stock, muzzle 
at 45 degree 
angle, tap on 
thigh or 
ground 

Re-assess threat 

situation 

Threat: Fire. 

Ready. 

No threat: Press 

check. Ready. 

Procedure appears successful… 
 

Procedure appears unsuccessful… 
 

Weapon down. 
 


